
 

 

BY FAITH  

 

 

On March 4th, weôve been invited to bring our commitment cards to worship so that we might ask Godôs bless-
ings on our plans for giving.  I hope you will consider participating in that ritual . . . especially if youôve never 
made a commitment to congregation giving before. 

 

Sometimes when we complete our giving plan, it feels like weôre being revolutionaries!  I donôt know if thereôs 
anything we do that is quite as counter to the prevailing norms of our society as committing to support an organ-
ization that works to grow love in our community.  Thatôs essentially what weôre doing.  We believe that what 
happens at Redeemer changes life and helps to make this world a more loving place.  Thatôs something we 
want to support. 

 

When we make our annual commitment to giving, we feel as though weôre making a commitment to everyone at 
Redeemer to be in this together, to work together for good, to support the kind of change that we believe God 
hopes to see in the world.  In making our commitment to support the work of our congregation, itôs as if weôre 
saying, ñYes we can . . . change the world . . . together.ò  

 

Planning to be regular and committed in our giving t is truly an act of faith.  None of us knows what the future 
will hold, but by faith, we trust that God will provide all that is necessary.  By faith, we share what is ours, trust-
ing that God will use it for good.  By faith, we trust that our combined gifts can make something happen to grow 
Godôs kingdom here and now.   

 

In our commitment to give, weôre joining generations of faithful people . . .  

¶ like Abraham and Sarah who trusted that God would give them a son in their old age 

¶ like Moses who trusted that God would lead the people to freedom 

¶ like the disciples who trusted that God would provide them hospitality as they worked to spread the 
good news 

¶ Like the founding members of our congregation who, 60 years ago, invested 
themselves in building a congregation to shape the faith of the generations that 
would come after them 

 

Our campaign this year is ñBy faith we live, by faith we give.ò  I pray that we, together, we 
will join our faithful forefathers and mothers in investing in the future knowing that our gifts 
support the most important work that we will ever do.  Letôs build a faithful future for the 
generations that come after us! 

 

Pastor Pam  
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Spring!  After this frigid winter, who isnôt  
excited about the arrival of even slightly  
warmer temperatures, longer days, increased 
sunlight and all of the promises spring brings. 
Neighborhoods that appeared as ghost towns 
during the bleak winter suddenly come alive 
with people walking their dogs, pushing 
strollers, jogging, conversing, savoring the 
smell of fresh air. It seems that as the weather 
improves, so do attitudes and perceptions. We 
ñseeò evidence of new life all around us and in 
doing are filled with joy, thanksgiving and hope 

for all of Godôs creation.  

 

In her book, Eyes of the Heart, Dr. Christine 
Valters Paintner explores photography as a Christian contemplative practice. As we open ourselves in prayer to 
God, so at the same time, we open ourselves to ñreceiveò images and the world at a deeper level. Framing a  
moment in time invites us to stop, pause and appreciate the holy we may have otherwise missed. Dr. Valters  
Paintner writes, ñThe technology, speed, and busyness so prized by our Western culture foster a habit of blindness. 
We forget that there is a vast depth beneath the apparent surfaces of things. Art in general and photography  
in particular, helps to facilitate this awakening by granting us epiphanies through its transfiguration of the  

ordinary.ò (p. 13) 

 

My deck is on the west side of my house and so Iôve received many, splendidly colored images of sunsets. But one 
in particular will always be my favorite.   As I clicked away hoping to receive ñjust the right oneò ï one that would 
showcase the most vivid pinks and blues imaginable, I was the recipient of so much more. For when I looked at the 
photo, a cross of golden light appeared where none had been visible to the naked eye! Yes, a cross of golden light!  
(Now Iôm certain that some of you could explain the technological reasons for this happening ï the particular lens 
and filter, the angle of the light rays, etc., but please, donôt! To be a contemplative photographer is to marvel and 
behold what we see, both physically and spiritually ï not to analyze and explain.) What a gift reminding me of 

Godôs love and presence not only for me but, for the world.  

 

The psalmist wrote, ñOpen my eyes, so that I may behold wondrous things out of your 
law.ò  (Psalm 119:18) My invitation to you is to find joy and meaning as you receive 
beautiful, photographic images and discover the holy within. Spend some time in prayer 
asking God to help you see with the eyes of the heart and then venture out and about. 
Let me know what you find. Iôd be delighted if you would share your images with me ei-
ther in an email or on Facebook. Also, please let me know if youôre interested in forming 
a contemplative photography group. The only requirements are an open mind and heart, 

a camera and purchasing a copy of the book previously mentioned.  

Peace,      

Pastor Candee 
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Candi and I joined 
Redeemer in the 
1980s upon our move 
from Willmar, when our 
two boys were in  
elementary school. 
Redeemer has always 
been a welcoming and 
supportive congrega-
tion. We now have six 
marvelous grandkids 
who live nearby, allow-
ing us to see them 

regularly. 
  
When we married, I was serving in the US Army as a 
Russian Linguist. Candi and I had to suffer through one 
year in Monterey, California; then almost three years in 
West Germany, living in a small village of 200. Learned 
to ski in the Alps, climbed the tallest cathedral spire in 
the world and enjoyed travelingðespecially to Vienna. 
Our older son was born in Germany. 
  
I am now retired and my career has spanned working 
for non-profits, running my own medical supply  
company and working for a local manufacturing  
company selling packaging equipment, which allowed 
me to travel throughout most of the US. Candi is retired 
from Regions Hospital, where she worked as a mental 
health nurse educator. 
  
I was drawn to the church by its focus on community 
service. It is remarkable to think of the myriad of ways 
our members serve the community. It has been very 
humbling to see the spirit of God at work in our church. 
Many would be surprised at the high proportion of our 
members are active in one of the many ongoing service 
projects. 
  
I have been on the church council for the past five years 
as a member of the Stewardship Committee. I am so 
impressed with the giving spirit and dedication of my 
fellow council members. I have developed a strong  
appreciation of the relationship between our receiving 
Godôs blessings and our willingness to share with others 
those blessings. 
 
Retirement has allowed us to travel. We have driven to 

 

2018 Church Council 

Jan Johnson-President Mary Gregory-CYF 

Alan Gengenbach- 

Vice President 

Katie Johnson-

Congregational Care 

Ellen Reeves-Secretary Brian Adams-Outreach 

Kevin Maijala-Spiritual 

Growth 

Scott Costello-Worship & 

Music 

Dan Dohmeier-Treasurer Jim Ramberg-Facilities 

John Walsh-Stewardship  

Ministers:   Everyone at Redeemer 

Senior Pastor:     Pastor Pam Stofferahn 

Associate Pastor of  
Congregation Care: Pastor Candee Moser 

Associate Pastor of  
Faith Formation: Pastor Stefanie Fauth 

Director of Worship and 
Music: Katie Kohler 

Congregational Care  
Coordinator:    Ann Marie Gere 

Childrenõs Music  
Directors:   

Deb Gardner,  

Mary Gregory 

Business Administrator:   Dona Will 

Communications  
Administrator: TBA  

Wedding Coordinator:  Pam Huntley 

Custodians:  
Tom Larsen,  

Jeremy Schurr 

Florida, taken our first cruise together, gone to Arizona 
and California. We finally took in Mount Rushmore. We 
spend time with our entire family at a resort up north 
each summer. In August, Candi and I will travel to 
Sweden to visit her cousins. 
  
When I think of Redeemer in the future, I expect that 
we will expand even more our service opportunities to 
address pressing needs in a way that demonstrates 

our love of Christ and His teachings. 

John Walsh-Stewardship 
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Lenten Midweek Worship  

For the Father has chosen to give you the 
Kingdom  

During the season of Lent, we'll experience the Passion 
of Christ through the lens of John's Gospel to see just 
what it means that God has chosen to give the kingdom 
to us. On Wednesday evenings, we'll meet people who 
encountered Jesus on his way to the cross and see 

how they responded to this precious gift. 

Worship at 6:00 PM 

A Simple supper will be served 
starting at 5:00 PM.  

Services will be held on February 
28, March 7, 14 & 21.  

No service on Wednesday,  
March 28.  

 

Spiritual Growth Opportunities for 

March and Beyond 

A new Sunday event, ñRuminating on the Textò will be 
available March 4 through March 18 between services.  
This will be an opportunity to further consider the text 
for the day.  Led by a member of the congregation, we 
will read the text again and have an opportunity to com-
ment.  Copies of each text will be available in the library 
a week prior to discussion of that text so that partici-
pants have some time to consider it. So grab a coffee 
and donut, and head on in to the library to share your 

thoughts.   

Upcoming Events:  

April 4:  Marilyn Sharpe on ñBeing the AAA Christians 

Kids Need Us to Beò 

April 11:  A group perusal and discussion of the latest 

ELCA Social Statement on Women and Justice 

April 18 & 25:  Charlie Brown leading a discussion on 

ñThe Shackò 

May 2:  Spring Fling 

Look for further details in the April Crossroads. 

On Ash Wednesday, cards with a nail were given out 
as a tangible reminder for the Lenten practice of reflec-
tion. If you did not receive one 
on Ash Wednesday, please 
feel free to take one from the 
basket and bring the nail back 
for the Good Friday service on 

March 30 at 7:00 PM.  
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TOUR OF THE  

HINDU MANDIR  

TEMPLE  
OF MINNESOTA 
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March 15, 2018 

 

What:  The Hindu Mandir Temple of Minnesota is 

the new spiritual center for the Hindu populations 

of the Twin Cities, Minnesota and the nearby six 

states.  Construction began October 2003 for the 

43,000 sq. ft. $12million  Mandir Temple in Maple 

Grove MN.  There are 21 mini ornately decorated 

temples in the Prayer Hall, all replicas of famous 

temples in India.  The exterior of each shrine is 

carved by ñShilipsò who are trained temple sculptors 

from India.  Five priests are available to pray with 

the people.  The Hindu religion suggests they  

believe in only one supreme Realityð Brahman.  

The expressed form of Brahman is called Isawara.  

Join us on this interesting tour, see this beautiful 

temple and learn more about the Hindu religion. 

Following the one hour tour, we will have lunch at 

the 3 Square Restaurants in Maple Grove. 

When:  Thursday, March 15 AM 9:00 AMðbus 

leaves promptly at 9:15 AM 

When:  Pickup at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 

3770 Bellaire Avenue, White Bear Lake 

Details: Approximately one hour tour starts at 

10:00 AM after which we will head for the 3 Squares 

Restaurant for lunch on your own.  Prices $7-16, 

gluten free available.  Please wear socks as our shoes 

must be removed for the tour. 

Cost: $16 covers bus and Hindu temple  

donation. 

REGISTRATION:  Sign up at the Redeemer  

Welcome Center or call the church office at 651-429

-5411 between February 18 and March 11, 2018.   

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

R E D E E M E R 

PRIMETIME 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Book from  
Womenõs Retreat 
 
If you attended the Womenôs  
Retreat last fall, you may have  
taken some pictures. At the time,  
it was suggested a photo book  
be madeðeither individually or in  
a group. In the next few months, look through your  
photos and letôs plan on making a book. Contact Barb 
Wojahn at 651-429-2557 if you are interested in mak-

ing or contributing to a photo book. 

2nd Half Ministry Service 
Project 
March is Food Shelf Month and will 
bring many food donations to the White Bear Area 
Emergency Food Shelf. They welcome our church 
group to help them sort and stock shelves during this 
busy month.   
We are signed up to help on Monday, March 26 from 
1:00-3:00 PM.  There will be a sign up sheet at the 
Welcome Desk closer to the date. The address is 1884 
Whitaker Street, White Bear Lake. If you need a ride, 
we can arrange car pooling from Redeemer for that 
day.  If you have any questions, contact Sue Eddy at 
426-5264 or sueeddy5264@comcast.net.  Thanks for 

your willingness to serve our community! 

ñññññññññññññ 

2nd Half Ministry Activity
         
April 11-Tour of the Museum of 
Russian Art  
featuring a special exhibit:  
Matryoshka: the Nesting Dolls  

Adults: $10   65 and older: $8.   
Prepay by March 14.   
Make checks payable to Redeemer Lutheran 
Memo line: Museum of Russian Art 
 

Carpooling available from churchð9:00 AM. 
Lunch on your own after tourðWise Acre Eateryð
Minneapolis 
 

Questions? Call Joye Schutte 651-429-6938 

https://maps.google.com/?q=1884+Whitaker+Street,+White+Bear+Lake&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1884+Whitaker+Street,+White+Bear+Lake&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:sueeddy5264@comcast.net

